
                                      भारत सरकार / GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
                                            पत्तन, पोत परिवहन और जलमार्ग मंत्रालय
                           MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
                                        समुद्रीय प्रशासन महानिदेशालय, मुंबई
    DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF MARITIME ADMINISTRATION, MUMBAI

SHOW CAUSE NOTICE TO THE DIRECTORS

File No.: 20/26/2026-TRG - DGS (Comp. No.: 44086) Date: 10.11.2026

To
1. Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta (DIN 07164779), former Director
2. Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta (DIN 07164780), Director
Five Star Maritime Foundation, formerly SL Maritime Welfare Organisation (R M Maritime 
Academy, MTI No. 204021) (CIN U93090MH2016NPL287162)
Unit No. 118, 1st Floor, NBC Complex, Plot No. 43, Sector 11,
CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra – 400614

Subject: Show Cause Notice – Participation in DGS-related activities during the period of 
debarment  (30.03.2020  to  29.03.2025)  and  suppression  of  material  facts  –  Shri 
Mukesh Kumar Gupta and Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta – Reg.

1.  WHEREAS,  R  M  Maritime  Academy  (MTI  No.  204021),  located  at  Unit  No.  118,  NBC 
Complex, Plot  No. 43,  Sector 11,  CBD Belapur,  Navi Mumbai – 400614 (the "R M Maritime 
premises", the said NBC Complex being the "R M Maritime building"), was an institute approved  
by  the  Directorate  General  of  Shipping  (DGS),  now  the  Directorate  General  of  Maritime 
Administration (DGMA), run by the Section 8 Company "SL Maritime Welfare Organisation" (CIN 
U93090MH2016NPL287162), of which you, Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta and Smt. Rekha Mukesh 
Gupta (collectively, "the Noticees"), were the Directors (Annexure-I; Paras 4 and 23);

2. WHEREAS, by Suspension Order No. TR/TAR/1(14)/2016/331 dated 12.07.2018, issued under 
Rule  75  of  the  M.S.  (STCW  for  Seafarers)  Rules,  2014,  the  Director  General  of  Shipping 
suspended all course approvals of R M Maritime Academy for one month, up to 15.08.2018 , 
for violation of clauses 5.3.1.5, 5.3.1.6, 5.3.1.7 and 5.3.1.9 of DGS Order No. 05 of 2016, including 
shifting of the training premises without informing MMD/DGS and a wrong FPFF course duration 
in a certificate issued by it (Annexure-I);

3.  WHEREAS,  within  a  year  thereafter,  the  Directorate  issued  Show  Cause  Notice  F.No. 
TR/TAR/1(14)/2016 dated 21.06.2019 to R M Maritime Academy, recording that the MTI had no 
swimming pool of its own; that between 01.03.2019 and 31.05.2019 it uploaded batch details of 527 
candidates for Basic Safety Training and Refresher PST while the tie-up institute, Anvay Maritime 
Institute, confirmed that only about 40 had attended practical training; and that course certificates 
were issued without imparting training, unapproved infrastructure was used and multiple batches 
were run in one classroom; referring to the suspension of 2018 (Para 2), it recorded at item 7 of its 
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Annexure that  "This proves that the MTI is a perpetual defaulter and not conducting the 
maritime courses as per the DGS guidelines."; and, treating these as major deficiencies under 
Section 5.3.1 of DGS Order No. 05 of 2016, it proposed blacklisting of "SL Maritime Welfare 
Organisation" and its Directors, Mr. Mukesh Kumar Gupta and Mrs. Rekha Mukesh Gupta, from 
any business related to the Directorate for a minimum of 5 years (Annexure-II, item 7 highlighted);

4. WHEREAS, by Order F.No. TR/TAR/1(14)/2016 dated 30.03.2020, issued under Rule 75 of the 
M.S. (STCW for Seafarers) Rules, 2014 and Para 5.5 of DGS Order No. 05 of 2016, R M Maritime 
Academy was de-recognised and all nine course approvals withdrawn, the Order recording, inter 
alia, that 99 candidates stated they had received certificates without attending classes, that different  
signatures  of  the  same  course  in-charge  were  used  and  that  false  data  was  submitted  on  e-
governance;  Para  7  of  the  Order  records  that  "The  Directors  of  the  Section  8  Company  "SL 
Maritime Welfare Organization" having Mr. Mukesh Kumar Gupta and Mrs. Rekha Mukesh Gupta 
were involved in issuing course certificates to candidates without imparting training, submitting 
incorrect data on e-governance", and Para 9 directs that they "are also debarred from DGS related 
activities" (Annexure-III);

5. WHEREAS, by Order File No. 20-11011/2/2020-TRG-DGS dated 12.06.2023, the Directorate, 
after  re-examining  the  case,  specified  the  duration  of  the  debarment,  directing  that  the 
Trustees/Directors of R M Maritime Academy, belonging to "SL Maritime Welfare Organization" 
having Mr. Mukesh Kumar Gupta and Mrs. Rekha Mukesh Gupta as Directors,  "are debarred 
from DGS related activities for the period of 5 years from the date of issuance of above-
mentioned  Order  i.e.,  for  the  period  of  5  years  from the  date  30.03.2020  to  29.03.2025" 
(Annexure-IV);

6. WHEREAS, the debarment was acknowledged by the Noticees: Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta by 
her letter dated 10.11.2023 (Para 15); and Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta, signing as "Capt. Mukesh 
Kumar Gupta, RM Maritime Academy", by his letter dated 11.04.2024, in which he quoted the 
debarment "from March 30, 2020, to March 29, 2025" and sought that it be reckoned instead from 
20.06.2019; that request was rejected by the Directorate's letter F.No. 20-11011/2/2020-TRG-DGS 
dated 15.05.2024, which held that "the reckoning date for any punishment/penalty has to be counted 
from the date as may be indicated in the order of imposition of punishment/penalty itself or from 
the date of passing of such order" and that the Order dated 12.06.2023 "stands valid",  and his 
repeated request by e-mail dated 29.08.2024 was rejected by letter dated 16.09.2024, the said Order 
continuing "to be valid and applicable" (Annexure-V);  the five-year debarment of the Noticees 
from 30.03.2020 to 29.03.2025 was thus valid, was re-affirmed twice in 2024 and was at all  
times within your full knowledge; the said Orders, which name the Noticees, have not, to the 
knowledge of the Directorate, been stayed, modified or set aside, and have attained finality; the 
Noticees are estopped from pleading ignorance of them;

7. WHEREAS, notwithstanding the suspension of 2018, the Show Cause Notice of 2019, the de-
recognition of 2020 and the debarment up to 29.03.2025,  the material on record prima facie 
shows that the Noticees have continued as perpetual defaulters and habitual contraveners of 
the Orders of the Directorate, by participating, directly and indirectly, in DGS-related activities, 
during  the  period  of  debarment  unless  otherwise  stated,  through  two  institutes:  Sun  Marine 
Academy (Part A) and Five Star Maritime Foundation, the renamed debarred company itself (Part 
B), the two being linked through common persons and common premises as set out below;

PART A – SUN MARINE ACADEMY (MTI No. 208072), RUN BY SWYAMRAJ MARINE 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
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8.  WHEREAS, on 10.06.2020,  only ten weeks after  the Order  dated 30.03.2020,  Shri  Mukesh 
Kumar  Gupta  (DIN  07164779)  and  Shri  Prahlad  Mahaseth  (DIN  07110616)  were  appointed 
together, on the same date, as promoter directors of Mahaseth Hospitality Private Limited 
(CIN U55100MH2020PTC340501), incorporated that day with its registered office at "Shop 
No.  118,  Plot  43,  Sector-11,  CBD",  i.e.  the  R M Maritime premises,  and with  its  MCA-
registered e-mail ID, infomukeshg6@gmail.com, bearing the name of Shri Mukesh Kumar 
Gupta, the former continuing as its director to date and the latter up to 14.10.2025 (MCA Company 
Master Data at  Annexure-VI); Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta was further appointed to the board of 
Mahaseth Couriers Private Limited (CIN U64100MH2015PTC262843), a company of which Shri 
Prahlad Mahaseth has been a promoter director since 19.03.2015 and  whose registered office is 
Shop No.  9  of  the  R M Maritime building,  as  Additional  Director  from 02.03.2022  and  as 
Director from 30.09.2022 to 26.12.2023 (MCA records of DIN 07164779 and DIN 07110616 and 
Company Master Data of Mahaseth Couriers at Annexure-VI);

9. WHEREAS, on 03.12.2020, less than six months after becoming the co-promoter director with 
Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta (Para 8), Shri Prahlad Mahaseth was inducted as an Additional Director 
of Swyamraj Marine Education Foundation, which runs Sun Marine Academy (MTI No. 208072), 
and was made a Director on 30.11.2021, continuing till 21.06.2024 (MCA record of DIN 07110616 
at  Annexure-VI);  the two original directors of Swyamraj (CIN U74995MH2016NPL288426), 
Shri Sablu Kumar (DIN 06844413) and Shri Brajesh Kumar (DIN 07369497), both directors 
since its incorporation on 13.12.2016, ceased on 29.01.2021 and 30.01.2021 respectively, and 
Shri Sunil Kumar Jha (DIN 08648700) was appointed on 30.01.2021;  Shri Sunil Kumar Jha 
was  himself  from  the  Mahaseth  group,  being  a  director  since  24.12.2019  of  Mahaseth 
Logistics Private Limited, promoted by Shri Prahlad Mahaseth and also registered at Shop 
No. 9 of the R M Maritime building, and, at the time of his induction into Swyamraj, an 
Additional  Director  (04.01.2021  to  03.11.2021)  of  Mahaseth  Couriers  Private  Limited,  to 
whose board Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta was later inducted (Para 8) (MCA records of DIN 
06844413, 07369497 and 08648700 and Company Master Data of Mahaseth Logistics at Annexure-
VI; MCA Company Master Data dated 30.01.2021 at Annexure-VII); thus, within two months of 
the  induction  of  Shri  Prahlad Mahaseth,  the  entire  original  board of  the  MTI had been 
replaced by persons of the Mahaseth group, both of whom later ceased together on 21.06.2024 
(Para 18; Para 10);

10. WHEREAS, this change was intimated to the Directorate by e-mails dated 18.01.2021, stating 
that Shri Prahlad Mahaseth "will be the contact person further for Academic related queries", and 
18.02.2021, signed by him as "Managing Director" of Swyamraj Marine Education Foundation and 
forwarded  from  prahlad@mahasethcouriers.com,  with  the  MCA  Company  Master  Data  dated 
30.01.2021; and by e-mail dated 22.03.2021 the Principal of Sun Marine Academy informed that 
"Mr. Prahlad Mahaseth has taken over as the Director of Sun Marine Academy in place of Mr. 
Sablu Kumar with effect from 1st January 2021" and that the swimming pool tie-up agreement with 
United Marine Academy had been made afresh in his name (Annexure-VII); no communication to 
the Directorate disclosed his association with the debarred Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta (Para 
8); the induction of a debarred director's co-promoter into an approved MTI, and the deliberate 
withholding  of  that  association  (suppressio  veri),  establish,  prima  facie,  that  Shri  Prahlad 
Mahaseth was placed as a proxy director acting benami for Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta, so as 
to  conceal  his  involvement  in  DGS-related  activities  through  Sun  Marine  Academy  and 
thereby to do indirectly what he was prohibited from doing directly;

11. WHEREAS, on 21.01.2023, the domain sunmaritimevalue.com was registered with Mukesh 
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Kumar  Gupta  as  registrant,  administrative  and  technical  contact,  the  organisation  of  those 
contacts  being  "RM  Maritime  Academy",  at  the  R  M  Maritime  premises,  with  the  e-mail 
infosunvalue@gmail.com;  the  registration  was  last  updated  on  22.01.2026  and  is  valid  up  to 
21.01.2027 (WHOIS record captured on 08.11.2026 at Annexure-VIII); the website gives its office 
as "Office No. 12, Ground Floor, NBC Complex", i.e. the R M Maritime building, and its office 
contact numbers as +91 9967966841 / 8097730931 (Annexure-IX);  9967966841 being the very 
mobile number declared by Five Star Maritime Foundation for Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta 
(Para 30);

12. WHEREAS, the said website is styled "Sun Maritime Academy", deceptively similar to that of 
the DGS-approved "Sun Marine Academy" (MTI No. 208072); it holds out 49 courses with fees,  
including BOSIET, HUET, ECDIS and Bridge Team Management, as "Marine Courses Approved 
by Director  General  of  Shipping,  Govt.  of  India",  offers  "Documentation like  CDC/COC" and 
placements, and runs its own certificate search and a back-end "Sun Maritime Administration – 
Login for Certificate Management" outside the e-governance system of the Directorate (Annexure-
IX); whereas the approved institute's website, sunmarineacademy.in, gives a different address (Plot 
No. 20, Foundation Tower, CBD Belapur), also the registered office of Swyamraj as per MCA 
(Annexure-VI),  a  different  telephone  number  (+91  77380  50356),  and  lists  only  Basic  Safety 
Training and STSDSD (Annexure-X);  the website sunmaritimevalue.com is thus calculated to 
deceive seafarers into enrolling and paying for courses and certificates that are not approved 
by the Directorate;

13. WHEREAS, on complaints received against Sun Marine Academy, MMD Mumbai carried out 
an inspection on 21.03.2023 and a re-inspection on 10.08.2023 in File No. 20-11011/9/2020-TRG-
DGS; the inquiry report  dated 28.08.2023 records the directors of Swyamraj Marine Education 
Foundation as Shri Prahlad Mahendra Mahaseth (Para 9) and Shri Sunil Kumar Jha, and examines a 
complaint that spurious "Part A" certificates had been issued in the name of the MTI (Annexure-
XI);

14. WHEREAS, on the basis of the said inquiry, the Directorate issued Warning Letter File No. 20-
11011/9/2020-TRG-DGS  dated  09.10.2023  to  Sun  Marine  Academy,  recording  that  a  Part  A 
certificate shared by the MTI was not generated from the e-governance system and was therefore 
spurious,  and  directing  it  to  "consider  this  letter  as  last  warning" and  not  to  repeat  such 
disobedience of the Circulars/Orders of the Directorate (Annexure-XII);

15. WHEREAS, a month later, by letter dated 10.11.2023 to the Director General of Shipping,  
signed as "Rekha Gupta, Director, S L Maritime Welfare Organisation", Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta 
acknowledged, in a clear and unequivocal admission, that "the DGS imposed a five-year ban 
on me from holding the position of Director", stated that "I have received an offer to join Sun 
Marine Academy and I am in the process of joining", and requested that the ban be reduced or 
terminated "so that I can take up the said opportunity" (Annexure-XIII); no such relaxation was 
granted; she thereby accepted that a directorship of an approved MTI falls within the "DGS related  
activities" from which she stood debarred;

16. WHEREAS, within five weeks thereafter, and without any relaxation having been granted, 
Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta joined Swyamraj Marine Education Foundation as a director 
with  effect  from 14.12.2023,  and  continued  as  such  up  to  19.08.2025  (MCA record  of  DIN 
07164780 at Annexure-VI; the same date of appointment appears in the MCA record later furnished 
by Swyamraj itself, Para 19), two months after the last warning (Para 14); this establishes, prima 
facie, a conscious, deliberate and wilful defiance of the said Orders, amounting to contumacious 
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conduct;  twelve days later, on 26.12.2023, Smt. Aruna Rajendra Jain, already a director of 
Five Star Maritime Foundation (Para 22), was also appointed a director of Swyamraj (MCA 
record of DIN 03407009 at  Annexure-VI),  and on the same day Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta 
ceased to be a director of Mahaseth Couriers Private Limited, the company of Shri Prahlad 
Mahaseth (Para 8); unlike the appointment of Shri Prahlad Mahaseth (Para 10), this appointment 
was not intimated to the Directorate at the time (Para 19);

17. WHEREAS, Sun Marine Academy certificate No. 20249259348 for Personal Safety & Social 
Responsibilities  (course  held  30.05.2024  to  31.05.2024,  issued  31.05.2024),  issued  while  Smt. 
Rekha Mukesh Gupta was a director, is a manual certificate signed by "Capt. M Gupta" as Course 
In-Charge and directs its verification to www.sunmaritimevalue.com, the website of Shri Mukesh 
Kumar  Gupta  (Para  11);  the  e-mail  it  gives  for  Sun  Marine  Academy, 
"infosunvalue@gmail.com", is the very registrant e-mail of Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta for 
sunmaritimevalue.com;  manual  certificates  are  not  permitted  for  DGS-approved  courses,  all 
certificates being generated only through the e-governance system of the Directorate, in which no 
certificate  No.  20249259348  exists;  the  said  certificate  is  therefore  ex  facie  spurious  and 
forged, and its issue repeats, within eight months, the very non-compliance for which the MTI 
had been given a last warning (Para 14) (copy, with candidate details redacted, at  Annexure-
XIV);

18. WHEREAS, within three weeks of the said certificate, Smt. Aruna Rajendra Jain ceased to be a 
director  of  Swyamraj  on  12.06.2024  while  continuing  on  the  board  of  Five  Star  Maritime 
Foundation, Shri Mehboob Bashir Khalfe was appointed on 17.06.2024, and by Board Resolution 
dated  21.06.2024  the  resignations  of  Shri  Prahlad  Mahaseth  and  Shri  Sunil  Kumar  Jha  were 
accepted (Annexure-VI,  Annexure-XV); once the inspection was over,  control  of the MTI thus 
passed from the proxy directors to Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta, through whom the Noticees jointly 
continued to control the MTI, without the knowledge of the Directorate;

19. WHEREAS, only by e-mails dated 10.09.2024 and 11.10.2024, some nine months after her 
appointment, did Swyamraj inform the Directorate that it had "added Mr. Mehboob Bashir Khalfe 
(DIN: 10668155) and Mrs. Rekha Gupta (DIN: 07164780) as a director ... on date: 01st July 2024", 
enclosing  the  MCA  record  dated  30.07.2024  and  the  Board  Resolution  dated  21.06.2024 
(Annexure-XV);  the enclosed MCA record itself shows her as a director from 14.12.2023, so 
that the date of 01.07.2024 was false to the knowledge of the sender (suggestio falsi) and was 
stated to conceal that she was a director when the spurious certificate of May 2024 was issued 
(Para  17);  she  was  described only  as  "Mrs.  Rekha Gupta",  and not  as  "Rekha Mukesh 
Gupta", the name recorded with the MCA and in the Orders of the Directorate; her debarment 
was  not  disclosed  (suppressio  veri);  and,  acting  upon these  representations,  the  Directorate  on 
16.10.2024 forwarded the same for updating its records;

20. WHEREAS, as per the MCA Company Master Data of Swyamraj as on 08.11.2026, Smt. Rekha 
Mukesh Gupta having ceased on 19.08.2025 (Para 16), its directors now are Shri Mehboob Bashir 
Khalfe (DIN 10668155, since 17.06.2024) and Smt. Sadiya Mehboob Khalfe (DIN 11621436, since 
23.03.2026) (Annexure-VI);  the subsequent change of directors neither cures nor regularises 
the contraventions committed while the Noticees were in de facto control of the MTI , nor the 
spurious certificate issued in its name (Para 17); no action is proposed at this stage against the 
present management of Sun Marine Academy, save the verification at item (ii) of Para 35;

21. WHEREAS, it  is  prima facie established from the facts in Paras 8 to 19 that  the Noticees 
controlled Sun Marine Academy, first through a proxy director (Paras 9–10) and thereafter directly 
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through  Smt.  Rekha  Mukesh  Gupta  (Paras  16–18),  acting  in  concert  as  a  single  controlling 
interest and in de facto control of the company, such that the corporate form of Swyamraj is  
liable to be disregarded and its veil lifted, and used it for the issue of a spurious certificate (Para 
17), a deceptive look-alike website (Paras 11–12) and false representations to the Directorate (Paras 
10 and 19); which, prima facie, constitutes wilful contravention of the Orders dated 30.03.2020 and 
12.06.2023 and a major deficiency under Section 5.3.1 of DGS Order No. 05 of 2016, and may also 
constitute  offences  of  cheating,  forgery  and  use  of  a  forged  document  as  genuine  under  the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023;

PART B – FIVE STAR MARITIME FOUNDATION (FORMERLY SL MARITIME 
WELFARE ORGANISATION), MTI No. 204084

22. WHEREAS, as per MCA records, Smt. Aruna Rajendra Jain (DIN 03407009), Smt. Tripti 
Gupta (DIN 08351276) and Shri Rakesh Sohanlal Shah (DIN 10328854) were all appointed 
directors of "SL Maritime Welfare Organisation" on the same day, 30.09.2023, whereupon 
Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta ceased on 05.10.2023 and Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta ceased on 
25.10.2023, both having been directors since its incorporation on 25.10.2016;  on the very next 
day,  26.10.2023,  Rudvik  Ship  Management  Private  Limited  (CIN 
U79110MH2023PTC412878) was incorporated with Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta as one of its 
first directors and registered at Shop No. 11, Ground Floor, of the R M Maritime building; he 
remained a director up to 31.01.2024, and Smt. Tripti Gupta joined the board of that same 
company on 27.01.2024 (MCA records of DIN 03407009, 08351276, 10328854, 07164780 and 
07164779 at  Annexure-VI);  the entire  board was thus substituted within four weeks,  while  the 
Noticees retained control (Paras 23 and 27); the later appointment of Smt. Aruna Rajendra Jain to 
Swyamraj (Para 16) makes her a common nominee on the boards of both MTIs; and on 10.11.2023, 
more than a month after ceasing on 05.10.2023, Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta still signed as "Director, 
S L Maritime Welfare Organisation" (Para 15), demonstrating that the said change of directors was 
merely colourable and a sham;

23. WHEREAS, on 12.03.2024, the debarred company "SL Maritime Welfare Organisation" was 
renamed "Five Star Maritime Foundation", with the same CIN U93090MH2016NPL287162 and 
date  of  incorporation,  the certificate  of  change of  name itself  recording that  the company was 
"originally incorporated with the name SL Maritime Welfare Organisation"; its registered office at  
the time was the R M Maritime premises (Annexure-XVI), and as per the MCA Company Master 
Data as on 08.11.2026 its registered office remains "Shop No. 118, Plot 43, Sector 11, CBD", 
i.e.  the  R  M  Maritime  premises,  and  its  registered  e-mail  ID  remains 
slmarine9258@gmail.com, bearing the former name (Annexure-VI);

24. WHEREAS, on 16.07.2024, during the period of debarment and four months after the change of 
name (Para  23),  the  same company applied  to  the  Directorate  by  Application  No.  100730 for 
approval  of  five  post-sea  courses,  namely  Basic  Safety  Training,  STSDSD,  Refresher  FPFF, 
Refresher  PST  and  Crowd  Management,  Passenger  Safety  and  Safety  Training,  each  with  an 
applied intake capacity of 24 per batch, and paid the fees on 23.07.2024; in it,  the premises are 
declared as "Office No. 117/118/301, NBC Complex, Plot No. 43, Sector 11", i.e. the R M 
Maritime premises, the date of registration of the Section 8 company is given as 25.10.2016, 
i.e. the date of incorporation of the debarred SL Maritime Welfare Organisation, and only 
Smt.  Aruna  Rajendra  Jain,  Smt.  Tripti  Gupta  and  Shri  Rakesh  Shah  are  declared  as 
directors, Smt. Aruna Rajendra Jain being declared Head of Institute with her experience stated as 
"Nil";  neither the former name of the company nor the Orders debarring it and its former 
directors are disclosed (Annexure-XVII);
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25. WHEREAS, in his e-mail dated 29.08.2024 (Para 6), sent from training.rmma@gmail.com and 
signed "Capt. Mukesh Kumar Gupta, RM Maritime Academy", Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta wrote 
that "With RM Maritime Academy's re-approval by the DGS, only the names of the directors 
remain unresolved due to this discrepancy", sought the "issuance of a fresh approval letter", and 
asked for action "to prevent further undue delays in our operations" (Annexure-V), while the said 
Application No. 100730 was pending (Para 24);  this constitutes an admission against interest, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Bharatiya  Sakshya Adhiniyam,  2023,  by  Shri  Mukesh Kumar 
Gupta that the institute being approved under the name Five Star Maritime Foundation was 
R M Maritime Academy, that its operations were his, and that only the formal entry of the 
names of the debarred directors was being held back;

26.  WHEREAS, on 06.01.2025,  during the period of  debarment,  after  inspection by MMD on 
05.12.2024, the said Application No. 100730 was approved and the company became Five Star 
Maritime  Foundation  Institute  (MTI  No.  204084);  its  e-governance  profile  likewise  shows  as 
members only the three persons declared in the application (Para 24), who were substituted on 
30.09.2023  (Para  22);  neither  of  you  is  shown,  and  the  approval  was  thus  obtained  by 
suppression of material facts (suppressio veri) (Annexure-XVIII);

27. WHEREAS, on 11.01.2025, only five days after the said approval and while still debarred, 
Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta was re-appointed a director of Five Star Maritime Foundation, 
and remains so to date; as she was also a director of Swyamraj (Para 16),  from 11.01.2025 to 
19.08.2025 she was simultaneously on the boards of the companies running both MTIs; this re-
appointment was not intimated to the Directorate; Shri Rakesh Sohanlal Shah thereafter ceased on  
11.05.2026; on 05.08.2025 Shri Santosh Kumar (DIN 07946667), who had been a director from 
13.01.2018 to 24.09.2020 of Palagic Maritime Services Private Limited, of which Shri Mukesh 
Kumar Gupta was the Managing Director up to 14.01.2018, was appointed a director;  the MCA 
Company Master Data of Five Star Maritime Foundation as on 08.11.2026 thus shows as its 
directors  Smt.  Rekha  Mukesh  Gupta  (recorded  as  a  Promoter  director  and  authorised 
signatory), Shri Santosh Kumar, Smt. Aruna Rajendra Jain and Smt. Tripti Gupta, each of 
whom  is  a  Noticee  or  a  person  associated  with  Shri  Mukesh  Kumar  Gupta  in  another 
company (Annexure-VI);

28.  WHEREAS,  INDoS  No.  09ZL2537,  the  INDoS  of  the  debarred  Noticee  Shri  Mukesh 
Kumar  Gupta (recorded  in  his  CDC  No.  MUM  267119  as  "Mukesh  Kumar",  date  of  birth 
27.08.1984,  the  same  record  showing  a  course  undergone  by  him at  his  own  R  M Maritime 
Academy in November 2017), has been added by Five Star Maritime Foundation Institute to four of 
its batches, namely STSDSD (18.08.2025 to 19.08.2025), Crowd Management, Passenger Safety 
and Safety Training (04.06.2026 to 06.06.2026), Basic Safety Training (26.06.2026 to 09.07.2026) 
and  STSDSD  (29.07.2026  to  30.07.2026),  with  no  certificate  generated  against  any  of  them 
(Annexure-XIX);  Para 4.8.5 of the DGS Training Manual, Vol. II (Post-Sea), directs that no 
batch of a course be conducted if the batch strength is less than 25% of the approved intake  
capacity, i.e. six candidates against the intake capacity of 24 per batch applied for (Para 24), and 
Paras 4.7.1 and 4.7.2 require every candidate to attend and to mark attendance through the Central  
Attendance System; the addition of his INDoS apparently served to inflate the batch strength 
to the said minimum, so as to conduct batches which could not otherwise be conducted ; this, 
prima  facie,  constitutes  the  uploading  of  incorrect  data  on  the  e-governance  system,  the  very 
contravention recorded in the Order dated 30.03.2020 (Para 4), and "irregularities in attendance of 
… candidates" and "false submission of information to the authorities", each a major deficiency 
under Para 5.4.1 of the said Manual (Annexure-XX);
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29. WHEREAS, on 02.03.2026, Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta was appointed an Additional Director 
and  authorised  signatory  of  Bhartiya  Maritime  Educational  Foundation,  a  further  maritime-
education company,  incorporated on 26.04.2024 at  CBD Belapur with the registered e-mail  ID 
bmefinstitute@gmail.com, which also falls within the scope of item (i) of Para 35 (MCA record of 
DIN 07164779 and Company Master Data, CIN U85499MH2024NPL424227, at Annexure-VI);

30. WHEREAS, in In-Principle Application No. 100273 dated 04.07.2026, submitted by Five Star 
Maritime Foundation itself,  Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta is declared Director and Head of the 
company and the applicant's presentation lists Capt. Mukesh Kumar Gupta as CEO of the 
proposed institute; the company documents carry a signature that appears to read "Rekha Gupta"; 
the mobile number declared for her as Head of the company is 9967966841 (Para 11); and the 
debarment of the company and of the Noticees is again not disclosed (Annexure-XXI);

31. WHEREAS, it  is prima facie established from the facts in Paras 22 to 30 that there was a 
deliberate  and mala  fide  arrangement,  being a  colourable  device,  to  circumvent  the  Orders  by 
removing the names of the Noticees from the record, renaming the debarred company and obtaining 
a fresh approval for it, while Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta was himself seeking permission to resume 
operations (Para 6),  so that the same two persons who were debarred continue to control the 
company; it is settled that what cannot be done directly cannot be permitted to be done indirectly 
(quando  aliquid  prohibetur  ex  directo,  prohibetur  et  per  obliquum);  the  said  acts,  prima  facie, 
constitute knowing contravention of the said Orders, suppression of material facts (suppressio veri) 
and misrepresentation (suggestio falsi) to the Directorate, and a major deficiency under Section 
5.3.1 of DGS Order No. 05 of 2016 and Para 5.4.1 of the DGS Training Manual, Vol. II (Para 28);

SHOW CAUSE

32. WHEREAS, each of the facts stated above is drawn from the records of the Directorate and of  
the  Ministry  of  Corporate  Affairs,  from  public  records,  and  from  your  own  letters,  e-mails, 
application and presentation (Para 48);

33. WHEREAS, the expiry of the period of debarment on 29.03.2025 does not regularise any act 
done during that period in contravention of the Orders dated 30.03.2020 and 12.06.2023, nor any 
approval, position or benefit then obtained by suppression of material facts, which is liable to be 
treated as vitiated, since fraud and suppression vitiate every act (fraus omnia corrumpit) and no 
person may take advantage of  his  own wrong (nullus  commodum capere potest  de injuria  sua 
propria);

34. WHEREAS, DGS Order No. 10 of 2025 provides an enforcement framework applicable to 
stakeholders under the jurisdiction of the Directorate, including Maritime Training Institutes, and 
requires  regulatory  action  to  be  undertaken  in  accordance  with  principles  of  natural  justice,  
transparency, proportionality and reasonable opportunity to present a defence;

35. NOW, THEREFORE, you are hereby called upon to show cause, within the period stipulated in  
Para 47, as to why the following regulatory and/or administrative action, as may be permissible 
under Rule 75 of the M.S. (STCW for Seafarers) Rules, 2014, Para 5.5 of DGS Order No. 05 of 
2016, DGS Order No. 10 of 2025 and the other statutory and duly delegated powers available to the 
Directorate, should not be taken against you in respect of the matters set out herein:

(i) Blacklisting of the Noticees, and of any entity in which you are a director, trustee or  
office-bearer,  from  all  DGS/DGMA-related  activities,  for  such  period  as  may  be 
determined after consideration of your reply;
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In respect of Part A – Sun Marine Academy:
(ii) Special  verification,  through  the  MMD,  of  the  certificates  issued  by  Sun  Marine 

Academy (MTI No.  208072) during the period of  your  involvement  (03.12.2020 to 
19.08.2025), and appropriate action in respect of any certificate found to have been 
issued without training or outside the e-governance system;

(iii) Reference  of  the  spurious  certificate  and  the  website  sunmaritimevalue.com to  the 
police/cyber-crime authorities for legal action;

(iv) Steps to have the website sunmaritimevalue.com taken down;
In respect of Part B – Five Star Maritime Foundation:
(v) Rejection of In-Principle Application No. 100273;
(vi) Withdrawal  of  the  approval  of  Five  Star  Maritime  Foundation  Institute  (MTI  No. 

204084), obtained during the period of debarment by suppression of material facts; and
(vii) Blocking of MTI No. 204084 on the e-governance system.

MATTERS TO BE EXPLAINED – PART A (SUN MARINE ACADEMY)

36. WHEREAS, it is necessary to ascertain the nature of the relationship, including any financial 
arrangement, between Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta and Shri Prahlad Mahaseth (Paras 8 and 9), and 
between the Noticees and Smt. Aruna Rajendra Jain, Smt. Tripti Gupta and Shri Santosh Kumar  
(Paras 16, 22 and 27), and whether Shri Prahlad Mahaseth held the directorship of Swyamraj from 
03.12.2020 to 21.06.2024 as a proxy director acting benami for Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta;

37. WHEREAS, it is necessary to ascertain why the e-mails of January–March 2021 (Para 10) did 
not disclose the association of Shri Prahlad Mahaseth with the debarred Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta, 
and who drafted and authorised them;

38. WHEREAS, it is necessary to ascertain who operates the website sunmaritimevalue.com, why it  
is registered and presented as stated in Paras 11 and 12, on what basis its courses are represented as  
approved by the Directorate, and the details of all certificates issued or "verified" through it;

39.  WHEREAS,  it  is  necessary to  ascertain  why Smt.  Rekha Mukesh Gupta  joined Swyamraj 
without the relaxation she had herself  sought (Paras 15 and 16),  and what her role was in the 
management of Sun Marine Academy from 14.12.2023 to 19.08.2025;

40. WHEREAS, it is necessary to ascertain why the ex facie spurious manual certificate referred to 
in Para 17 was issued in the name of Sun Marine Academy, and in what capacity Shri Mukesh 
Kumar Gupta is associated with Sun Marine Academy;

41. WHEREAS, it is necessary to ascertain why the e-mails referred to in Para 19 stated a false date 
of appointment and a shortened name, and did not disclose the debarment, and who drafted and 
authorised them;

MATTERS TO BE EXPLAINED – PART B (FIVE STAR MARITIME FOUNDATION)

42. WHEREAS, it  is necessary to ascertain why your names were removed from the record of 
directors and the company renamed (Paras 22 and 23), why Smt. Rekha Mukesh Gupta continued to 
sign as its Director thereafter, why she was re-appointed a director on 11.01.2025, five days after  
the approval of MTI No. 204084 and during the debarment, without intimation to the Directorate 
(Para 27), and what role each of you has had in the company since;

43.  WHEREAS,  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  what  Shri  Mukesh  Kumar  Gupta  meant  by  "RM 
Maritime Academy's re-approval by the DGS" and "our operations" in his e-mail dated 29.08.2024 
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(Para 25);

44. WHEREAS, it is necessary to ascertain who signed the application and declarations leading to 
the approval of MTI No. 204084 (Paras 24 and 26), and whether the former name of the company 
and the Orders were disclosed at any stage, with copies of any such disclosure;

45.  WHEREAS,  it  is  necessary to  ascertain  why the  INDoS of  Shri  Mukesh Kumar  Gupta,  a 
debarred director, was added to the four batches referred to in Para 28, whether he actually attended 
them, and why no certificate was generated against any of them;

46. WHEREAS, it is necessary to ascertain why the debarment was not disclosed in In-Principle 
Application No. 100273 (Para 30);

GENERAL

47.  NOW, THEREFORE, you are  directed to  submit  your  written  explanation/reply  within  15 
(Fifteen) days from the date of receipt of this Show Cause Notice, together with the documents and 
records upon which you seek to rely;

48. WHEREAS, copies of all the material relied upon in this Notice are enclosed as Annexures. If  
you dispute any factual observation therein, you may identify the specific observation disputed and 
furnish the supporting material  or explanation,  together with any other facts or documents you 
consider material to your defence; the original records relied upon may be inspected in the office of 
the undersigned on any working day, with prior intimation, within the said period;

49. WHEREAS, pending a final decision on this Notice, In-Principle Application No. 100273 (Para 
30) shall be kept in abeyance, without prejudice to the rights and contentions of the parties;

50. WHEREAS, you may request a personal hearing along with your written reply, if you consider 
such hearing necessary for presenting your defence;

51.  WHEREAS, in the event  that  no reply is  received within the stipulated period,  it  shall  be  
presumed that you have nothing to submit, and the matter may be decided ex parte on the basis of 
the material available on record, subject to the applicable statutory and regulatory procedure;

52. WHEREAS, the observations and issues contained in this Notice are prima facie in nature and 
do not constitute a final finding against you. Any final action, if considered warranted, shall be 
taken only after consideration of your reply, the material on record, any personal hearing afforded,  
and the specific statutory, regulatory and duly delegated powers available to the Directorate.

This is issued with the approval of the Competent Authority.

(Mugilrajan D.)
Deputy Director General (Training & Technical)

Directorate General of Maritime Administration (DGMA)

Copy to:
1. The Principal Officer, Mercantile Marine Department, Mumbai – for necessary action at item (ii) of  

Para 35.
2. The Directors, Swyamraj Marine Education Foundation / Sun Marine Academy (MTI No. 208072), 1st 

Floor,  Plot  No.  20,  Foundation  Tower,  Sector  11,  CBD  Belapur,  Navi  Mumbai  –  400614  –  for 
information and for extending full co-operation in the verification proposed at item (ii) of Para 35, 
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including the furnishing of its certificate records for the said period.
3. The  Directors,  Five  Star  Maritime  Foundation  Institute  (MTI  No.  204084),  Unit  No.  118,  NBC 

Complex, Plot No. 43, Sector 11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai – 400614 – for information and for 
submission of the company's reply, if any, within the period stated in Para 47, as the action proposed at  
items (v) to (vii) of Para 35 concerns it.

4. E-Governance Cell, DGMA.

Encl.:
Annexure-I: Suspension Order No. TR/TAR/1(14)/2016/331 dated 12.07.2018 – R M Maritime Academy.
Annexure-II: Show Cause Notice F.No. TR/TAR/1(14)/2016 dated 21.06.2019 issued to R M Maritime 

Academy.
Annexure-III: Order  F.No.  TR/TAR/1(14)/2016  dated  30.03.2020  –  de-recognition  of  R  M  Maritime 

Academy and debarment of its Directors.
Annexure-IV: Order File No. 20-11011/2/2020-TRG-DGS dated 12.06.2023 – debarment of the Noticees 

from 30.03.2020 to 29.03.2025.
Annexure-V: Correspondence on the period of debarment: letter dated 11.04.2024 of Shri Mukesh Kumar 

Gupta;  Directorate's  reply  dated  15.05.2024;  his  e-mail  dated  29.08.2024  from 
training.rmma@gmail.com; and Directorate's letter and e-mail dated 16.09.2024.

Annexure-VI: Records downloaded from the MCA21 portal on 08.11.2026 – View Director Details of DIN 
07164779 Mukesh Kumar (pp. 1–3), 07164780 Rekha Mukesh Gupta (pp. 4–5), 07110616 
Prahlad Mahaseth (pp.  6–7),  03407009 Aruna Rajendra Jain (pp.  8–10),  08351276 Tripti 
Gupta (pp. 11–13), 07946667 Santosh Kumar (pp. 14–16), 06844413 Sablu Kumar (pp. 17–
18),  07369497  Brajesh  Kumar  (pp.  19–20),  08648700  Sunil  Kumar  Jha  (pp.  21–22), 
10328854 Rakesh Sohanlal Shah (pp. 23–24); Company Master Data of Five Star Maritime 
Foundation  (p.  25),  Mahaseth  Hospitality  (p.  26),  Swyamraj  (p.  27),  Rudvik  Ship 
Management (p. 28), Bhartiya Maritime Educational Foundation (p. 29), Mahaseth Couriers 
(p. 30), Mahaseth Logistics (p. 31).

Annexure-VII: E-mails of Swyamraj to Training Branch DGS dated 18.01.2021 and 18.02.2021 (including 
the forward by Shri Prahlad Mahaseth from prahlad@mahasethcouriers.com, from Annexure-
A of the inquiry report) and 22.03.2021, with MCA Company Master Data dated 30.01.2021 
(PAN/Aadhaar redacted).

Annexure-VIII: WHOIS  record  of  sunmaritimevalue.com  (who.is),  captured  on  08.11.2026  –  Registrant: 
Mukesh Kumar Gupta; organisation: RM Maritime Academy.

Annexure-IX: Web  pages  of  www.sunmaritimevalue.com  captured  on  08.11.2026  –  Home,  About,  All 
Courses, Search Certificate, Contact and Certificate Management login.

Annexure-X: Web  pages  of  www.sunmarineacademy.in,  website  of  the  DGS-approved  Sun  Marine 
Academy (MTI No. 208072), captured on 08.11.2026.

Annexure-XI: Inquiry report dated 28.08.2023 on Sun Marine Academy (MTI No. 208072) – re-inspection 
of 10.08.2023 (internal portion, not relied upon, withheld; relevant pages of its Annexure-A at 
Annexure-VII).

Annexure-XII: Warning Letter File No. 20-11011/9/2020-TRG-DGS dated 09.10.2023 issued to Sun Marine 
Academy.

Annexure-XIII: Letter dated 10.11.2023 of Smt. Rekha Gupta to the Director General of Shipping seeking 
reduction of the five-year ban in order to join Sun Marine Academy.

Annexure-XIV: Fake  manual  certificate  No.  20249259348  of  Sun  Marine  Academy signed  by  "Capt.  M 
Gupta" (candidate details redacted).

Annexure-XV: E-mails of Swyamraj dated 10.09.2024 and 11.10.2024 (forwarded on 16.10.2024) on the 
addition  of  directors,  with  MCA  record  dated  30.07.2024  and  Board  Resolution  dated 
21.06.2024 (PAN/Aadhaar redacted).

Annexure-XVI: MCA  certificate  of  change  of  name  –  SL  Maritime  Welfare  Organisation  to  Five  Star 
Maritime Foundation (12.03.2024).

Annexure-XVII: Application  No.  100730  dated  16.07.2024  of  Five  Star  Maritime  Foundation  for  course 
approval (approved by DG; MMD inspection 05.12.2024).

Annexure-XVIII: E-governance  profile  and  courses  of  MTI  No.  204084  (Five  Star  Maritime  Foundation 
Institute).

Annexure-XIX: INDoS training record and CDC of INDoS No. 09ZL2537.
Annexure-XX: Extracts  of  the  DGS  Training  Manual,  Vol.  II  (Post-Sea)  –  Paras  4.7,  4.8.5  and  5.4.1 

(highlighted).
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Annexure-XXI: Extracts of In-Principle Application No. 100273 and the applicant's presentation.
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ANNEXURE – I
Suspension Order No. TR/TAR/1(14)/2016/331 dated 12.07.2018 – R M Maritime Academy

(Referred to in Para 1 and 2 of the Show Cause Notice)
Back to list of Annexures



Annexure – I (contd.) – page 2 of 2



ANNEXURE – II
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ANNEXURE – III
Order F.No. TR/TAR/1(14)/2016 dated 30.03.2020 – de-recognition of R M Maritime Academy and 

debarment of its Directors

(Referred to in Para 4 of the Show Cause Notice)
Back to list of Annexures
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ANNEXURE – IV
Order File No. 20-11011/2/2020-TRG-DGS dated 12.06.2023 – debarment of the Noticees from 

30.03.2020 to 29.03.2025

(Referred to in Para 5 of the Show Cause Notice)
Back to list of Annexures



ANNEXURE – V
Correspondence on the period of debarment: letter dated 11.04.2024 of Shri Mukesh Kumar Gupta; 

Directorate's reply dated 15.05.2024; his e-mail dated 29.08.2024 from training.rmma@gmail.com; 

and Directorate's letter and e-mail dated 16.09.2024

(Referred to in Para 6 and 25 of the Show Cause Notice)
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ANNEXURE – VI
Records downloaded from the MCA21 portal on 08.11.2026 – View Director Details of DIN 07164779 

Mukesh Kumar (pp. 1–3), 07164780 Rekha Mukesh Gupta (pp. 4–5), 07110616 Prahlad Mahaseth (pp. 

6–7), 03407009 Aruna Rajendra Jain (pp. 8–10), 08351276 Tripti Gupta (pp. 11–13), 07946667 Santosh 

Kumar (pp. 14–16), 06844413 Sablu Kumar (pp. 17–18), 07369497 Brajesh Kumar (pp. 19–20), 

08648700 Sunil Kumar Jha (pp. 21–22), 10328854 Rakesh Sohanlal Shah (pp. 23–24); Company 

Master Data of Five Star Maritime Foundation (p. 25), Mahaseth Hospitality (p. 26), Swyamraj (p. 

27), Rudvik Ship Management (p. 28), Bhartiya Maritime Educational Foundation (p. 29), Mahaseth 

Couriers (p. 30), Mahaseth Logistics (p. 31)

(Referred to in Paras 8, 9, 12, 16, 18, 20, 22, 23, 27 and 29 of the Show Cause Notice)
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ANNEXURE – VII
E-mails of Swyamraj to Training Branch DGS dated 18.01.2021 and 18.02.2021 (including the forward 

by Shri Prahlad Mahaseth from prahlad@mahasethcouriers.com, from Annexure-A of the inquiry 

report) and 22.03.2021, with MCA Company Master Data dated 30.01.2021 (PAN/Aadhaar redacted)
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ANNEXURE – VIII
WHOIS record of sunmaritimevalue.com (who.is), captured on 08.11.2026 – Registrant: Mukesh 

Kumar Gupta; organisation: RM Maritime Academy

(Referred to in Para 11 of the Show Cause Notice)
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ANNEXURE – IX
Web pages of www.sunmaritimevalue.com captured on 08.11.2026 – Home, About, All Courses, Search Certificate, Contact and Certificate Management 

login

(Referred to in Para 11 and 12 of the Show Cause Notice)
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ANNEXURE – X
Web pages of www.sunmarineacademy.in, website of the DGS-approved Sun Marine Academy (MTI No. 208072), captured on 08.11.2026

(Referred to in Para 12 of the Show Cause Notice)
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ANNEXURE – XI
Inquiry report dated 28.08.2023 on Sun Marine Academy (MTI No. 208072) – re-inspection of 

10.08.2023 (internal portion, not relied upon, withheld; relevant pages of its Annexure-A at Annexure-

VII)
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ANNEXURE – XII
Warning Letter File No. 20-11011/9/2020-TRG-DGS dated 09.10.2023 issued to Sun Marine Academy

(Referred to in Para 14 of the Show Cause Notice)
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ANNEXURE – XIII
Letter dated 10.11.2023 of Smt. Rekha Gupta to the Director General of Shipping seeking reduction of 

the five-year ban in order to join Sun Marine Academy

(Referred to in Para 15 of the Show Cause Notice)
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ANNEXURE – XIV
Fake manual certificate No. 20249259348 of Sun Marine Academy signed by "Capt. M Gupta" 

(candidate details redacted)

(Referred to in Para 17 of the Show Cause Notice)
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ANNEXURE – XV
E-mails of Swyamraj dated 10.09.2024 and 11.10.2024 (forwarded on 16.10.2024) on the addition of 

directors, with MCA record dated 30.07.2024 and Board Resolution dated 21.06.2024 (PAN/Aadhaar 
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