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DGMA CIRCULAR 48 OF 2026

Subiect: Discontinuation of Immigration Procedures for Sien-On/Sien-Off and Shore

Leave Pass (SLP) for Crew/Supe rnumeraries of Indian Flas Coastal Run Vessels

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Foreigners Division (Immigration Section), vide Offrce

Memorandum No. 25016/1912024-1mm dated 06.08.2026, has decided to discontinue the

requirement of immigration procedures relating to Sign-On/Sign-Off and Shore Leave Pass

(SLP) for crew and supemumeraries serving on Indian Flag Coastal Run Vessels, including

Indian Flag coastal-run research vessels, dredgers, barges and other similar categories of
vessels.

2. In order to ensure uniform implementation of the above decision and to facilitate the

movement of seafarers serving on Indian Flag Coastal Run Vessels, all stakeholders are

advised to take note of the following:

A. Discontinuation of Immigration Procedures

(i) Immigration procedures relating to crew sign-on, sign-offand shore leave pass shall no

longer be applicable to Indian national crew and supemumeraries serving on Indian Flag

Coastal Run Vessels.

(ii) The above dispensation shall apply to Indian Flag Coastal Run Vessels, including

coastal-run research vessels, dredgers, barges and other similar categories of vessels.

B. Port Authority Procedures

(i) Port Authorities shall continue to maintain records of crew and supemumeraries serving

on such vessels.

(ii) Immigration authorities may conduct surprise inspections and seek crew lists from

Indian Flag Coastal Run Vessels, including research vessels, dredgers, barges, tugs and

similar categories of vessels, whenever considered necessary.

C. Shore Access

(i) Shore access of Indian national crew and supemumeraries serving on Indian Flag

Coastal Run Vessels shall henceforth be regulated by the respective Port Authority.
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(ii) No separate Shore Leave Pass (SLP) from Immigration Authorities shall be required

for such personnel.

3. All RPSL holders, shipping companies, ship managers, vessel operators, Masters, shipping
agents, Port Authorities and seafarers are advised to take note ofthe above provisions and

ensure compliance.

4. This is issued with the approval of the Competent Authority.
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Captain Bipin Kumar

Deputy Director General (Crew)
Directorate General of Maritime Administration

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to:

l. All Major and Minor Port Authorities.

2. All recognized maritime bodies (INSA, MASSA, FOSMA, NUSI, MUD for wide

circulation.

3. All RPSL holders, Shipping Companies and Ship Managers.
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