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India’s Maritime Sector

60+
SHIPYARDS

200+
PORTS

Small and Large Major and Non-major

11,098
KM COASTLINE

1500+
VESSEL FLEET

A UNIFIED NATIONAL 
MARITIME VISION

INDIA’S MARITIME ECOSYSTEM

3.2Lakh+
SEAFARERS
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Blue Economy
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The Blue Economy constitutes  95% of India’s trade volume and 65% of India’s trade value 

~4% Contribution to
National GDP

Potential: 10% by 2047

95% India's Trade
by Volume via Sea

70% by value

₹80L Cr MIV 2030 + Amrit
Kaal Vision Roadmap

Combined policy investment

Strategic investments in the Blue Economy could raise this contribution from 4% to 10% of GDP by 2047

• India is the world’s 2nd largest fish producer, contributing 
8% to global fish output

• Seafood exports have more than doubled in a decade from 
₹30,213 crore in 2013-14 to ₹62,408 crore in FY 2024-25

• The Fisheries sector has created 58 lakh employment 
opportunities, supporting approximately 3 crore fishers 
and fish farmers at the primary level. 

Fisheries & Aquaculture Coastal & Cruise Tourism

India's coastal tourism sector is projected to 
grow to ₹1.2 lakh crore, with the 

government identifying 13 coastal districts for 
priority development.

The Cruise Bharat Mission 
is developing coastal cruise 
circuits in Gujarat, Goa, 
Mumbai, Kochi, and 
Chennai  positioning India 
as Asia's emerging leisure 
maritime hub.

Marine Biotechnology & Deep Ocean

• Samudrayaan: India is developing crewed 
submersibles to reach 6,000 m, enabling a first-of-
its-kind manned deep-sea research station.

• India’s 6,000 m deep-sea station aims to set a 
global benchmark, envisioned as a permanent 
international research hub by 2047, akin to the 
International Space Station

• India’s 333 cultivable seaweed species position it 
strongly for expansion, with current ~1% global 
production highlighting a significant opportunity to 
scale up in marine biotech, pharmaceuticals, and 
biofuels.



National Regulatory Framework
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Legislative Frameworks driving Facilitative Maritime Ecosystem

New Maritime Legislative Reforms - 2025

Directorate General of Shipping Directorate General of Maritime Administration Transitioning to

CENTRAL 
ACTS

The 
Merchant 
Shipping 
Act,2025.

Coastal 
Shipping 
Act 2025.

The 
Multimodal 

Transportation 
of Goods Act, 

1993

Admiralty 
Jurisdiction & 
Settlement of 

Maritime 
Claims Act, 

2017The Recycling 
of Ships Act, 

2019

Seamen 
Provident 
Fund Act, 

1966 

The Suppression 
of Unlawful Acts 
Against safety of 

Maritime 
Navigation and 
Fixed Platforms 
on Continental 
Shelf Act, 2002

The Indian 
Carriage of 

Goods by Sea 
Act,1925 & 

Bills of Lading 
Act, 1856



Maritime Transformation – 2 Foundational Pillars  
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Technology & Sustainability

CLOUD – NATIVE 
PLATFORMS

ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE

BLOCKCHAINS

MARITIME SINGLE 
WINDOW

SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION  
IN CARGO DWELL TIMES

REAL TIME VESSEL TRACKING 

DIGITAL CENTER OF 
EXCELLENCE

500 GW NON-
FOSSIL ENERGY 

BY 2025

LNG GREEN
HYDROGEN 

VESSEL 

1 BILLION TONNE 
CARBON REDUCTION

100% 
RENEWABLE 

ENERGY PORTS

GREEN SHIPPING 
CORRIDORS

GREEN TUGS 
TRANSITION 

PROGRAMME

GREEN 
HYDROGEN 

₹ 25,000 CRORES
MARITIME 

DEVELOPMENT FUND

GREEN SHIPPING 
CORRIDORS

Technology Integration - Digital Platforms
1. Flagship platforms: e-Samudra, SAGAR SETU, Maritime Single 

Window (MSW).
2. e-Samudra integrates 60+ maritime services (MTO registration, 

shipbuilding aid).
3. AI-powered exams & simulations for seafarer training.
4. Real-time vessel/cargo monitoring via Command & Control Centre.
5. Digital Centre of Excellence (DCoE) promotes AI, IoT, blockchain.
6. Reduced cargo dwell time; enhanced port efficiency.
7. Swachh Sagar Portal 

Sustainability Initiatives - Green Shipping Agenda
1. Targets: 500 GW non-fossil energy (2030), 1 billion-ton carbon cut, 

net-zero by 2070.
2. Policies encourage LNG, green hydrogen, biofuel vessels.
3. Mandates shore power, waste, and renewable port integration.

Sustainability Initiatives - Key Programmes
1. Harit Sagar Guidelines support 100% renewable energy, AI/IoT 

logistics in ports.
2. Green Tug Transition: 50% hybrid/electric tugs by 2030.
3. Green hydrogen plant at Deendayal Port scaling to 10 MW; 5 million 

tonnes by 2030 goal.



National Maritime Decarbonization Policy Framework 
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Alternative Fuels and Green Hydrogen Ecosystem
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India as a Net Green Energy Exporter & Bunkering Destination

Strategic Advantage
• Long coastline with major ports on 

East–West shipping lanes
• Abundant renewable energy for green 

hydrogen, ammonia, methanol
• Cost advantage in solar + wind 

production, lowering fuel export 
price

Fuel Export Readiness
• Green Ammonia : Kandla supply to 

Singapore (L&T–Itochu JV)
• Green Methanol : VOC Port 

bunkering hub under development
• Hydrogen Derivatives : Mission to 

export through maritime corridors

Port Infrastructure Transformation
• Dedicated Green Bunkering 

Terminals (VOC Port, Kandla, JNPA)
• Upcoming Green Shipping 

Corridors: Tuticorin – Kandla – 
Singapore – Rotterdam

• Integration of renewable power, 
storage & safety systems

Economic & Diplomatic Impact
• Reduces dependency on oil imports
• Positions India as fuel supplier to 

global shipping lines
• Enhances maritime influence under 

Global South leadership

Policy Backing
• Supported by National Green 

Hydrogen Mission & National 
maritime Decarbonization 
Framework

• Incentivized by Harit Sagar & MIV 
2030

• Aligned with Make in India & Energy 
Security Vision 2047

India is not just preparing for Green Fuels —
 it is preparing to Fuel The World.
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From energy importer to future maritime fuel hub



Green Ports : Driving Sustainable Maritime Growth
Cleaner Ports, Greener Operations, Sustainable Future
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India’s Marine Plastic Pollution & Waste Discharge

• India Among Top Global 
Contributors to marine plastic 
leakage due to mismanaged coastal 
waste (~ 3.5 million tonnes of 
plastic waste)

• Fishing nets, single-use plastics and 
microplastics persist in ocean 
ecosystems for decades

Maritime Impact

• Navigational hazard due to floating 
debris in shipping channels

• Plastic ingestion and entanglement 
harming marine species

• Increased maintenance & dredging 
cost at ports due to litter 
accumulation

IMO Global Action – RegLitter & Marine 
Plastic Initiatives

• Recognises ship-based & fishing-
related waste

• IMO RegLitter initiative to regulate 
discharge of plastic and waste from 
ships (Asia Region Specific)

• Focus on fishing gear marking, port 
reception facilities & marine litter 
reporting

DGS as RegLitter National Focal Point

• DGS designated as National Focal 
Point to Participation in IMO working 
groups on marine plastic regulation 
& garbage discharge (MARPOL 
Annex V)

• Need for national maritime strategy 
on plastic waste under NGSP & Blue 
Economy policy

Way Forward for India

• Mandatory Port Reception Facilities 
for plastic & ghost nets

• Integration with fisheries 
departments & coastal states

• National monitoring protocol for sea-
based litter discharge

A Growing Maritime Concern
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IMO Led Projects 

GloLitter :

Tackling Plastics and 

Marine Litter

Green Voyage 2050 :

Advancing IMO GHG 

Reduction Strategies

GloNoise :

Reducing Underwater 

Radiated Noise Pollution
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Ship Recycling
• Process of dismantling end-of-life ships to recover steel and other 

valuable materials.
• India is a global leader, with Alang–Sosiya in Gujarat being the world’s 

largest ship recycling cluster.
• Governed internationally by the Hong Kong Convention (HKC), which 

came into force on 26 June 2025.
• Integral to the circular economy, reducing the demand for virgin raw 

materials.

India’s Role & Importance
• Handles 30% - 35% of global ship recycling tonnage annually.
• Provides 20 - 25% of India’s ferrous scrap requirement, reducing 

dependence on imports.
• India is the only country with 100+ HKC Compliant Recycling Yards. 

[111 HKC Compliant Yards at Alang]
• Supplies input material for the Green Steel ecosystem, boosting India’s 

low-carbon transition.
• Generates direct employment for 15000+ workers and indirect 

livelihood opportunities for thousands more in logistics, scrap 
processing, and allied services.

• Strengthens India’s position in global maritime sustainability.
12



Ship Recycling Credit Note
• Introduced under Ship Building Financial Assistance Scheme 

• Incentivizes ship owners to recycle in India and build new ships in 

Indian shipyards

How It Works

• When a vessel is recycled in a certified Indian yard, the 

ship owner receives a Credit Note for 40% of scrap 

value.

• The Credit Note remains valid until the owner builds a new 

vessel/ ship in an Indian shipyard

• The credit note can be redeemed up to 5% of the fair price 

of the new vessel being built in an Indian shipyard

Expected Benefits

• Encourages safe and HKC compliant ship recycling in India

• Provides direct business boost for Indian shipyards

• Attracts new players to India’s ship recycling and shipbuilding 

ecosystem

• Strengthens India’s circular economy : recycling feeds into 

new shipbuilding

• Positions India as a leader in Green and Sustainable Maritime 

Growth

Allocation of : ₹ 4,001 crore
(under SBFA)
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Four Pillar Approach for Ship Building
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01 02 03 04
Shipbuilding Financial 

Assistance scheme
Maritime Development 

Fund

Legal, Policy and 

Process Reforms
Shipbuilding 

Development Scheme

Allocation: ₹ 19,989 crore

(Capacity & capability 

development and credit risk 

coverage)

Allocation: ₹24,736 

crore

(Shipbreaking Credit 

Note – 4,001 Cr)

Allocation: ₹25,000 

crore

(Maritime Investment 

Fund – ₹20,000 crore

Interest Incentivisation 

Fund – ₹5,000 crore)

Total Allocation

₹69,725 Cr.



Digitalization in Maritime
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Just Transition in Maritime
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Human element is of paramount importance in the maritime industry as human skills, judgement and welfare drive 

maritime safety.



Seafarers’ Welfare Initiatives
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Sagar Mein Yog

Sagar Mein Yog, a flagship DGS 
initiative, promotes seafarers’ holistic 
well-being by integrating standardized 
wellness modules across Pre-Sea, 
At-Sea, and Post-Sea stages, with a 
pilot three-day ToT programme 
conducted in December involving 
about 50 trainers.

The PRANAAM Seafarers Assistance 
Counter was successfully inaugurated on 21 
January 2026 at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
International Airport, Terminal 2, Mumbai, 
providing on-ground support to seafarers for 
documentation and immigration, while 
helping reduce fraud, legal issues, and 
emergencies and ensuring a smooth airport 
entry experience.

Pranaam Helpdesk
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Sagar Mein Samman

Sagar Mein Samman strengthens India’s 
maritime regulatory framework by 
establishing structured, policy- backed 
standards for inclusivity of women 
seafarers, aligned with DGS Order 18 of 
2024, MIV 2030, and UN SDGs 5 & 8, with 
a target of 2–3% women participation by 
2030, implemented in collaboration with 
MUI.



Suraksha Sarvapratham
Safety First
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World Oceans Day 2026
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World Environment Day 
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“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam”
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13th  March 2026

संगच्छध्वं 
संवदध्वं 

सं वो मन ंसस 
ज नत म।्

“Move together, 

speak together, 

may your minds 

be in harmony.”

(Rigveda 10.191.2)
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