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DGS Circular No. 04 of 2021
Sub.: Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) For certification of vessels for Carriage

of Livestock, as per Merchant Shipping (Conditions for Carriage of Livestock) Rules

2020

1. Background:

The Central Government, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (W) of section 262 and
clause (s) of sub-section (2) of section 435 read with section 457 of the Merchant Shipping Act,
1958 (44 of 1958), vide Notifications No. G.S.R.453(E) & S.0.2378(E) dated 17" July 2020 has
notified the Merchant Shipping (Conditions for Carriage of Livestock) Rules, 2020, specifying the
requirements to be complied with for the loading and carriage of livestock by sea being exported or
imported or on the coast of India from or to an Indian port on any merchant vessel.

This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is issued as supplementary to the Merchant Shipping
(Conditions for Carriage of Livestock) Rules, 2020 for the benefit of the Owners / Masters of the
vessels intending to be certified for the carriage of livestock accordingly.

2. Conditions for carriage of livestock by sea

The said Rule details the conditions for the carriage of livestock by sea and the duties and
responsibilities of the Master & crew of such carriers, inter-alia, the Weather conditions, Loading
requirements, penning of livestock, Care of livestock on board, Provision and stowage of feed,
Provision and maintenance of water, Stowage of tools, equipment & medicines, Livestock loading

densities etc.

The Schedule to the Rule explains the design and construction features of vessels intending to carry
livestock by sea, including, the Stability requirements, Design of pens, stalls and passageways for
cattle, Strength of pen, stalls and passageways for cattle, Arrangement of pens and stalls for cattle,
Unenclosed decks, Portable equipment, Means of access for livestock and crew, Ventilation,
Lighting, Drainage, Fire fighting appliances, Fresh water services, Veterinary equipment etc

3. Approval of vessels for carriage of livestock

The Rule expressly mandates that no person shall carry livestock by sea except in accordance with
an approval, to be called “Livestock Vessel Approval”, granted for the purpose of these rules and
specifies the inspection, certification and approval required thereof.

(i) Application (Ref. rule.4(2)):An application may be made to the Principal Officer of the
jurisdictional Mercantile Marine Department (MMD), for the Certificate of Approval
(CoA) in Form-1 along with Livestock Plan & other documents listed therein, by the
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following entities:

a. Owner / Master of a vesselregistered under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958; or
b. Own.er / Master of a foreign flag vessel holding all valid Statutory Certificates as
applicable and certified by the Classification Society as “Livestock Carrier”.

(i1) Ljvestgcl; ve?ssel Plan: A Livestock Vessel Plan should include all the elements listed therein,
either in individual plans or combined into one plan such as a general plan, safety plan, water
system plan, drainage system plan, contingency plan, ventilation plan and a lighting plan.

(iii)  Vessel Inspection (Ref. rule 6(1)): On satisfactory scrutiny of the application along with the
livestock vessel plan and other documents listed therein, the owner/master of the vessel may
apply to the jurisdictional Mercantile Marine Department in Form-3for the physical
inspection of the vessel in accordance with the Rules.

(iv)  Certificate of Approval (CoA) (Ref. rule 5(1)): On satisfactory completion of the vessel
inspection by the nominated Surveyor, as per rule.6, the Principal Officer of the jurisdictional
MMD shall issue the Certificate of Approval for the carriage of Livestock to the vessel in
Form-2 in accordance with rule.5 of the Merchant Shipping (Conditions for Carriage of
Livestock) Rules, 2020, with a maximum validity of Syears. A certificate of approval so
issued shall be retained and prominently displayed on board the vessel to which it relates and
be made available for inspection on request by an authorised officer.

The process flow for the application, inspection and issuance of Certificate of Approval is illustrated
as Flow Chart-1 for the easy reference of the prospective applicant.

(v)  Notice of Loading (ref rule.12): No person shall load or cause or permit another person to
load livestock on a vessel unless a voyage plan in respect of the intended voyage has been
submitted to and approved by the jurisdictional Mercantile Marine Department. For the
purpose of approval of the Voyage Plan, the owner/master shall issue ‘Notice of loading of
livestock into a vessel’ to the Principal Officer of the jurisdictional MMD in Form-4 along
with intended Passage Plan, Weather forecasts & other documents listed therein. The voyage
plan referred above shall show the intended route from the port of departure to the port of
destination and shall include a list of ports or harbours of refuge capable of accommodating
the vessel during its intended voyage and the distances between those ports or harbours.

(vi)  Approval of Voyage Plan & Sailing Permission (Ref rule.11): The jurisdictionalMercantile
Marine Department shall nominate the Surveyor next working day on receipt of notice of
loading for the physical inspection of the loading conditions of the vessel in accordance with
rule.12. On satisfactory completion of the inspection which may include weather report,
stowage area, loading facilities, number and relevant experience of the crew and such other
supporting plans & documents require therein, the attending Surveyor shall endorse the
Voyage Plan and convey the same to the Principal Officer towards the issuance of final
permission for sailing.

The process flow for the Notice of loading, inspection, approval of Voyage plan and grant of sailing
permission is illustrated as Flow Chart-2 for the easy reference of the prospective applicant.
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4. Master’s Report

In respect of each voyage, the master of a vessel shall submit a report in Form 5 to the Mercantile
Marine Department from where the Voyage Plan was approved, accompanied by a log abstract for
such voyage which shall include a daily record of the vessel’s position, course and speed, and wind
and sea conditions and any other information that the Principal Officer of the jurisdictional
Mercantile Marine Departmentmay require.

The report referred herein shall be submitted to the Mercantile Marine Department concerned,
within seven days after the completion of discharge of the livestock at destination or on a date prior
to the return of the vessel to an Indian port, whichever is the earlier. Notwithstanding above, where,
mortalities have occurred during the voyage or at discharge, the report referred above shall be
furnished to the Mercantile Marine Department concerned, immediately after completion of
discharge of the livestock at destination, by the most expedient means of communication available.

S. Investigation

Where, in the opinion of the Principal Officer of the jurisdictional Mercantile Marine
Department, the report contains an unacceptable number of injuries or moralities may order for an
[nvestigation into the case and may, until the investigation so ordered has been carried out, suspend
or, as the case may be, revoke the certificate of approval of the vessel for the carriage of livestock in
accordance with the provisions of rule 4.

6. Fees:

Every application for issuance of Certificate of Approval and inspection thereto and every Notice of
Loading and inspection thereto shall be accompanied by the Fees as prescribed. The current
Schedule of fees w.e.f from 1% January 2021 is provided Appendix-I to this SOP.
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Flow Chartl
For issuance of “CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL(COA)”as Livestock Vessel as
per Merchant Shipping Conditions for Carriage of Livestock Rules 2020

(Ref. rule.4)

1. Whether the vessel is registered under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, and is holding all valid
Statutory Certificates as applicable
2. Whether the foreign flagged vessel is certified by the Classification Society as “Livestock Carrier” and is
holding all valid Statutory Certificates as applicable
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